
June 18, 2013


Dear Prospective School District, 

I am eager to offer my resume in application for your Music Teacher opening. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]I currently teach part-time at Providence Academy in Plymouth, MN where music is a valued component of a robust curriculum. I utilize elements of Kodaly, Orff, and Dalcroze in all of my lessons. I love the thought of working with an art AND dance teacher! Each of my lessons involves singing, instruments, movement, dance, and learning competency in the musical language. I truly enjoy my work with students who range from PreK to high school students, each age with their own gifts and joys. I am very interested in working in a setting where academic achievement is stressed in addition to instilling strong values in future college graduates!

I have recently completed my Graduate Teaching license in K-12 Vocal and General Music, although I have taught private piano, voice, ECFE music, and extracurricular music courses for many years. I plan to complete my Masters of Teacher degree in the next year and also begin a 2nd Masters of Arts in Music Education this summer. I continually seek ways to grow as a musician and teacher.  I do not foresee a time when I won’t strive to learn more – both for my sake and for my students. 

I endeavor to include literature and as many cross-curricular connections as possible in my teaching plans.  I am passionate about singing so each class begins and ends with memorized pieces so students may carry them outside the music room.  My teaching style is very tactile, with puppets, props, manipulatives, instruments, games, and an emphasis on active learning through aural, visual, and kinesthetic methods. Music provides an opportunity for learning, creativity, independence, and expression unlike other educational areas – I find this a wonderful challenge to awaken the power of music in the lives of young people with theme days, decorations and more.   I enjoy finding new and delightful ways to teach the same material while building voices and building individuals that serve as models to the school and the greater community. I infuse music theory and skill development, including sight singing and tone memory, into rehearsals to help develop stronger musicians, not just singers. My goal is that my students will gain confidence and life skills as much as a musical education. 

Prior to teaching, I worked with start-up companies and I have a great interest in curriculum development – curriculum that engages! I find being a key member an exciting and intriguing challenge.  

My teaching philosophy, in addition to what is mentioned above, is to create an engaging environment where every child is a valued member. I aim to create an open, caring atmosphere where children are willing to open themselves to singing in front of their peers and participate in movement and dance. I believe in being “loving, but firm”. I have high expectations for classroom behavior so that all students benefit. All students are held to high standards and those who need help in realizing that or achieving success are given opportunities to work with me outside of school time. I believe in color, activity, action, movement, engagement.  My classroom reflects that, from the materials on the walls, to the puppets who introduce new concepts, to the “costumes” I dress up in to go along with themes and units of study.  I want all children to feel that I am their advocate and will work on their behalf to help them attain success. 

Thank you for your consideration

Sincerely,


Julie M. Strahan
1260 Shryer Ave W.
Roseville, MN  55113
651-917-3603 home/612-306-0160 cell
julstrahan2@gmail.com



